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By His Excellency S1R CHARLES Avcustus Frrz
Rov, Knight Companion of the Royal Hano-
verian Guelphic Order, Governor-General of
all Her Majesty’s Australian Possessions, and
Captain-General and Governor-in-Chicf of the
Territory of New South Wales and its Depen-
dencies, and Vice- Admiral of the same, with the
advice and consent of the Legislative Council.

No. XII.

An Act to consolidate and amend the Law for Conveyance and
Postage of Letters. [Assented to, 22nd December, 1851.]

E it enacted by His Excellency the Governor of the Colony of New

South Wales, by and with the advice and consent of the Legisla-
tive Council thercof, That from and after the passing of this Act, the Act
of the said Governor and Council, made and passed in the thirteenth year
of the reign of Ter present Majesty, intituled, < An Act to establish an
“uniform rate of Posiage, and (o consolidate and amend the luw for the
“conveyance and Postaye of Letiers,” shall be repealed, except in’ so far
as the same operates to repeal certain preceding Acts therein mentioned, 13 Vict., No. 38, re-
and the same shall thenceforth cease to have any operation except as®® od.
aforesaid, and except as to anything done or commenced to be done before
the taking cffect of this Act.

II. And be it enacted, That it shall be lawful for the said Grovernor,
with the advice of the Tixceutive Counel, to make rules and regulations
('m_' the establishing and 1n.n1.mp;i11g;'.oi’ the .s;(‘voml l’Qst Offices w.ithi‘n the Governorand Execu.
said Colony, and the yeeciving, dispatehing, earrying, and delivering of tive Council to make
letters, l)il‘(‘,‘a.(.‘l-:g, and parecly, :mx.] the mnk.mg_, custo(.ly, zm_d sale of stamps, ’lﬁgfs f(‘;lmgsegc:bllcsc}gr;%
and the reeeipt and payment of moeneys i connection with the sald Post and delivery of let-
Offices, and the conduct of all Postmasters and other officers of the De- s &
partment; and the said ruies to alter, revoke, or vary, and such other rules
and regulations to establish in their stead, as with the advice aforesaid he

2F ‘ shall
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shall deem expedient ; and also to reduce the Postage on letters, packets,
or parcels, under any such special circumstances as shall appear to the
said Governor and Exceutive Council, to render such reduction expedient.

Governminmyﬂp- II. And be it enacted, That it shall be lawfal for the said

int and remove : : : ) TeTOL o A
Postmaster Gengral, GOVETNOY, from time to time, to appoint and to remove a Postmaster
&e. General and an Inspector or Inspectors of Stamps, and to appoint, and

remove, or depute to the suid Postmaster General the power to appoint
and remove such Oflicers, clerks, and servants, as may be required for
the Gieneral Tost Office, at Sydney ; and that it shall be lawful for the said
Postmaster General, from tinie totinie, to appoint and toremove Postmasters
for the various Post Towns and places out of Sydney.

Declaration to be IV. And be it enacted, That the Postmaster General of the said

made by Postmaster .

General, Postmas-  Colony, and every other Postimaster, letter carrier, or other person

g:.s’ Letter Carricrs, appointed wunder this Act, shall, belore the exercise by him of the dutics
of his office, take and subscribe a declaration for the due exeention of such
duties, before one of 1ler Majesty’s Justices of the Peace, (which dectara-
tion such Justice is hereby anthorised and required to administer) in the
words following: that is to say,—* 1, A. B., do solemnly and sincerely
“ declare, that I will not willingly or knowingly open, detain, return, or
¢ delay, or cause or suffer to be opened, detained, returned, or delayed,
“any letter or packet which shall come into my hands, power, or custody,
“ by reason of my employment relating to the Post Office, except by the
““ consent of the person or persons to whom such letter or packet shall be
“ directed, or by an express warrant in writing for that purpose under the
¢ hand of the Governor, or unless otherwise in pursuance and under the
* authority of any of the provisions in that behalf contained in any Act,
“ Law, or duly authorised regulation of the Colony of New South Wales,
“now or hereafter passed and made, or to be passed and made for or in
“ relation to the Postage and Conveyance of Letters.”

I’E:’f}g’tg‘;ﬂ;rpost V. Andbe it enacted, That every parcel, or packet whatsocver,
ifnot a letter, tobe DY whatever name called, or however made up, which shall be sent by
deemed apacket.  Pogt  op put or received into any Post Office for transmission or

delivery by the Post, shall, if nota letter, be deemed to be a packet within

the meaning of this Act.

Letters to be charged VI And be it enacted, That all letters and packets transmiited or

by weight. received by Tost, exeept as hereinafter is excepted, shall, from and after
the passing of this Act, be charged by weight only, according to the
following scale, that is to say ; for any weight not exceeding half an onnee
avoirdupois, onc rate of postage ; for any weight exceeding hall an ounee
and not exceeding one ounce, two rates of postage ; and for each additional
ounce or fraction of" an ounce beyond one ounce two additional rafes of

Proviso as to when  POstage: Provided always that the Postmaster-General or other Postmas-

they may be refused. ey shall be at liberty to refuse, receive, or to transmit by Post any letter
or packet exceeding sixteen ounces in weight, or of inconvenient form
or dimensions, or containing or reasonably suspeeted to contain any article
likely to injure the other contents of the mail bags

Rates of Postage. VIL And be it cnacted, That the following shall be the rates
of Postage payable, according to the scale aforesaid, upon letters, and
packets, (except as hercinafter is excepted,) transmitted or  received

Town letters. by the Post, that is to say, upon all letters, and packets received at
any Post Office for delivery at such Post Office, or at any place within the
limits of the City or Town in which such Post Office is situated, the sum

Inland letters. of one penny; upon all letters, and packets, to be transmitted by

Post between separate Post Towns or places within the said Colony, the

sum of two-pence; and upon all letters, and packets, received from,

or to be transmitted by ship, to places beyond the limits of the said

Colony, the sum of three pence, in addition to the Tuland Postage.

VIII.

Ship letters,
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VIIL And be it enacted, That the sum of two-pence only, for Postage on parcels,
any weight not exceeding four ounces, and the additional sum of one V% —
halfpenny for any additional ounce or fraction of an ounce, shall be
paid ou packets of the following deseriptions, that is to say, Dankers’
parcels  containing notes, orders, speeie, or passbooks, sent by or
to any bank or banker; parcels  containing  patterns or samples of
merchandise, bond fide seut as such; parcels, open at cach end, contain-
ing prices current, and catalogues of merchandise ; pareels containing
Writs and Proceedings of any Court of Justice, Deeds, Conveyances, Affi- s or Procecdings
davits or Letters of Attorney, or depositions, or recognizances, sent by or :g’cf('_o‘)‘l"“"”“smm
to any Justice of the Peace or Coroner ; parecls, open at cach end, con-
taining printed Votes and Proceedings of Parliament, and of Colonial Legislative Papers,
Legislatures, or Pamphlets, or any Magazines, Reviews, or periodical Periodieal publica-
publications (newspapers exeepted ;) cases or covers enclosing maps or ons.
plans, transmitted by, or addressed to, the Surveyor-General or Deputy Plans sent by or o
Surveyor General 5 or Returns made from or to any  Departinent of the Surveyor General.
Public Service, pusuant to any law or duly authorised regulation :

Provided that there shall not be in or upon any such  packets

or parcels any letter, or epistolary  communication or intelligence,

and that on the outside thercof, in addition to the name and address

of the person to whom the same is to be delivered, the sender Proviso as to form,
thercof shall subscribe, with his name and address, a statement of the

contents thereof, in the following form, that is to say, “Bankers’ Pareel,”

or “ Patterns of Merchandize,” (or other proper description, within the

terms of this enactment,) « without letter:” . And provided also, that

the Postmaster-Gieneral, or other Postmaster, shall De at liberty :‘;_‘,lﬁi‘b‘;_tp‘;it:g&e
to refuse to transmit, by Post, any such packet or pareel, when of '
the weight of more than sixteen ounces, or of inconvenient form or

dimensions ; or containing, or reasonably believed to contain any article

likely to injure the other contents of the mail bags.

IX. And be it cnacted, That on every post letter, or packet, s to postage on let-
re-directed, and again forwarded by the Post, there shall be charged for ters re-directed.
the postage thereof from the place at which the same shall be re-dirceted,
to the place of ultimate delivery, the same amount of postage as was
chargeable on the first transmission thereof, in addition to such original
postage.

X. And be it enacted, That all newspapers printed in the Colony, {(olonial Newspapers
if transmitted within seven days from the date thereof; and all printed :(Vl“‘:‘;l":;b from theis
newspapers received from abroad, shall, if unenclosed, or enclosed in an date, cxempt ;
envelope, open at hoth ends, be received, conveyed, and delivered, free of
all postage whatever: Provided however, that no such newspaper shall
contain any note, Ietter, memorandum, or other thing, or writing therein
or thereon, exeepting only the direction on the outside thereof; and in
case any such newspaper or newspapers as last mentioned, shall be putt and Newspapers
. Ty : - R =t . g received from abroad,
to any Post Office, at any time after the expivation of seven days from [ o open covers,
the date theveof, the same shall be charged with postage, at the rate of aundnot written upon,

: excepting address,
one penny for cach newspaper.

XL And be it enacted, That Members of the Exccutive and Le- Petitions to the
gislative Councils may receive by the Post, Petitions and Addresses to hi’?lh”i’ij’ili&?“
Her Majesty, and to [Lis Fxeelleney the Governor, and Petitions addressed U“llu‘lf'ilﬁ excrupt, if
to cither the Executive or Legislative Couneil, not exceeding  thirgy-twe ™o P covers:
ounces in weight, exempt from postage: Provided such Petitions and
Addresses be sent without covers, or in covers open at hoth ends,

XTIL And De it enacted, That the following classes of persons Letters of Sailors and
may both send and veceive letters, not exeeeding half an ounce in weight, oldiers. '
by the Post, on their own private concerns, on pre-payment of a
postage of one penny for cach letter, cither in this Colony or elsewhere,

(as

Bankers’ Parcels ;
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(as the case may be, ) namely, every scaman employed in Her M ajesty’s Navy,
whilst such scaman shall be actually employed in ITer Majesty’s Service ;
every serjeant, corporal, drummer, trumpeter, fifer, and private soldier
in Her Majesty’s regnlar Forces, Militia, Feneible Regiments, Artillery,
or Royal Marines, whilst actually employed in Her Majesty’s Serviee;
every serjeant, corporal, drammer, trampeter, fifer, and private soldier in
the service of the Fast Tndia Company, whilst wetually employed in the
service of the Company ; but the letters of Commissioned Officers or
Warrant Officers, whether in the Army or Navy, or Midshipmen, or
Mates of the Navy, are not included in this provision ; and with
respect to letters sent by any such privileged persons, the following con-
ditions shall be observed, that is to say, the postage of each letter, unless
sent from parts heyond the seas as hereinafter mentioned, shall be paid on
being put into a Post Office; and upon such letter shall be superseribed
the name of the writer, and his elass or description in the vessel, regiment,
corps, or detachment to which he shall belong; and upon every such letter
there shall be written, in the handwriting of and signed by the officer
having at the time the commiand of the vessel or of the regiment, corps,
or detachment to which the privileged person belongs, the name of such
officer, and the name of such vessel, or of such regiment, corps, or detach-
ment ;- and with respect to letters received by the post by any of the said
privileged persons, the following conditions shall be observed, that is to sy ;
the postage of cachi letter, unless sent from parts beyond the seas as hereinal-
ter mentioned, shall be paid upon its being put into a Post Office, and it shall
be directed to the privileged person, specifying on the saperseription thereof
the vessel, or the regiment, corps, or detachment, to which he shall
belong ; and whenever the letters sent or received by any such privileged
persons shall be sent from parts beyond the seas, and shall appear to have
had any postage whatsoever prepaid thercon, no colonial postage shall be
charged on delivery thereof within the said Colony.

XIIL And be it enacted, That it shall be lawful for His Excel-
lency the Governor, with the alvice of the Executive Council, to
make, or cause arrangements to be made with the Postmaster-Gieneral of
England, and with the constituted authorities in forcign Ports and sepit-
rate Colonies, for the optional pre-payment thereat, by Stamps or other-
wise, of the Postages payable wnder the provisions hereof, or of such
sum as may form a fair proportion, or an cquivalent for such proportion
of such a Rate of Postage as shall be arranged to be payable in Great
Britain, or in any such forcign Ports or separate Colonies, for the entire
postage between the place at which the Letters or Packets, chargeable
therewith, shall be posted, to the place of delivery ; and also to make, or
cause to be made, arrangements for the optional pre-paymeut, in - this
Colony, on Letters or Packets, to be sent from the said Colony to Great
Britain, or to such forcign Ports or separate Colonics, of the Postages
payable in Great Britain, or in any such forcign Port or separate Colony,
or for the payment of such entire sum as may he agreed upon as the
Postage, Detween the place at which any such Letter or Packet, shall be
posted, and the place of delivery thereof, and as to the proportion of
or cquivalent for such proportion of such entire sum, which shall be
retained for the use of this Colony.

XIV. And to the end that the Postage on Letters or Packets
passing by Post, between the respective Colonics of New South Wales and
Victoria, may continue the same as if such Colonics had not been separated,
be it also enacted, That it shall be lawful for the said Governor of this
Colony, if he shall think fit, and subjeet to the proviso to this cnactment,
to make or cause arrangements to be made with the Licutenant-Governor
of the Colony of Victoria, for the mutual exerption from further postage,
of all letters and packets received in cither of the said Colonics respee-

‘ tively,
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I

tively, upon which the established rates of postage of the other of the said i

Colonies shall have heen prepaid, on the posting of such letters and packets :
Provided always, that no such arvangement shall be made if the rates of
Postage chargeable in the Colony of Victoria, upon Letters and Packets

addressed fo Towns and places within this Colony, shall exceed the rates of
" Postage established for the Colony of New South Wales.

XV. And be it _enacted, "That Lh{o l’<)stm:mt(\,r-(innf‘r;ﬂ, or In- to making and
spector or Inspectors of Stamps, shall, with the approval of Tis Tixcel- sule of Postage
lency the Governor, cause Stamps to be made angd sold, indicating sucly Stamps.
amounts of Postage as may be directed, in that behalf, by His Excellency
the Governor,

XVI. Aud be it enacted, That if any person shall frandulently Penalty for forgin
forge, or imitate, or assist in forging or imitating, any Stamp made unde Stamps, B
the anthority of this Act, or shall offer, utter, or dispose of, any forgery
or imitation of any such Stamp, with intent, to delrand the Revenue, or
any person or hody corporate or politie, he or she shall be guilty of li:l(my,

and on conviction shall be liable to imprisonment, with or without hard : é
labor, or to hard labor on the Roads or other Public Works of the said Co- H
lony, for such {erm, not exeeeding Seven Years, as the Cowrt shall award, 4 _5 }1’

XVIL And be it enacted, That  the Stamps uvon all Letters, J"
and Packets, shall be affixed or impressed upon the outside  thereof, How Stamps shallbe i

and above the address written thereon, and that no Postmaster shall be
bound to take any notice of Stamps which shall be aflixed elsewhere
upon any such Letters or Paclots.

XVIIL And be it cnacted, That from and after the first day of ) o ackets
May now next, the postage upon all letters and packets, which shall be and purcels, must be
posted at any Post Office within the said Colony, shall be prepaid by the }:‘c‘mll’r:;‘:tc‘:’;‘;g;::d _
person whoshall desive to have the same transmitted by post, and that such
pre-payment shall (except as hereinafter provided), be made by the affix-
ing thercon of Stamps issued by the Postmaster General, or Inspector of
Stamps ; and that (except as hereinafter provided), no letter or packet,
shall be received, or if received shall be transmitted by any Postmaster,
unless one or more Stamp or Stamps shall have been affixed thereon ‘p
N . . ) ., | ostmasters to keep
Provided always, that it shall be incumbent on every Postmaster to pro-; sumeiont supply of
cure and keep on hand a sufficient supply of Post Office Stamps for sale, Stamps.
without premium, and in such quantitics as the Postmaster General may
authorise or direct, to all persons desirous of purchasing the same ; and
that whenever it shall happen that any such Postmaster shall not have
any Stamps of the requisite value for sale as aforesaid, then and in such
case pre-payment on any such letier or packet, may be made in coin, and
shall be acknowledzed by the said Postmaster wpon the face of the Tetter
or packel, w0 prepaicd; and provided also, that letters which shall be re-
direetod shall not be requived o be pre-paid and that o prepayment of
Colomial postage shatl be vequited on Tetters received from heyorwd sea, lor
delivery to any port of the said Colony: Provided further that wntil the
sald fivst day of May now next, inoall eses inwhich Tetters and puckets
posted in, and addvessed to, places within the Colony, shall Le posted
without the postage being pre-paid, cither by Ntamp or otherwise, there
shall be chavged on sueh letiers or packets, a postage of double the
amount to which such Ietters or packets would otherwise be liable under
this Act.

NIXL And be it enacted, That from and after the said fivst day of Postimasters £

. N stmasters to see

May now next, it shall be the duty of every such Postmaster to see that EVCTY thatStamps of proper
post letter or packet bears o Stamp or Stamps of - (he proper amount, imownt ae afied.
according to the rate for the time being established by Inw; but never-
theless every letter or packet upon which Stamp or Stamps shall have i
been aflixed, indicating an amount, of postage not ;;.mssly deficient, shall 0 postage whe ]
be transmutted through the post, and shall be delivered to the party to deficient Stamps af-
whom it is addressed, wpon payment by him of double the amount of ¢

postage deficient. . XX, i
C2G i
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XX, And be it enacted, That the sender of any post letter,
or packet shall be entitled to have the same registered by the Post
Oftice, npon payment of the sum ol sixpence, as a fee for snell regis-
tration : but such registration shall not ren fer any Postmaster, or the
Post Oilice Revenue, in Ay MEnner liable for the loss of any snueh post
letter. or packet, or the contents thereof: and  all registered letters and
packets shall be received at any Post Oflice, and also be delivered by the
Post Oflice. at the place of delivery, at ov between such hours in the day,
and under such regulations in every respect, as the Postmaster-General
shall from time to time appoint; and such registration fee shall be pre-
paid by Stamps,

NXL And be it enacted, ‘That in case any Postmaster shall
suspeet and - believe  that any letter or packet put into his oflice,
or received by i as sach Postmaster, and purporting to be a letter
or packet coming within auy of the exemptions  hereby created, or
belonging in respecet of its contents, to one of the classes in which the
lower rate of postage hereinbefore mentioned s chargeable. does not in
fact contain solely and only that which the same - shall so purport to
contain as aforcsaid, or contains some paper, note, or other thing
writing, which under this Act would subicet such letter or packet to
postage. or to the higher rate of postage. as the case may be, it
shall e lawful for sueh Postimaster, and he is - heveby reguived, fo mark
upon such letter or packet the amount of sucit postuge, and such
amount shidl be demanded and veceived accordingly - Provided always
that in every cuch ease of swrcharee, if it shall at any time within ten
days next following the delivery of the letter or packet, be made to
appear to the satistaction either ot the Postmaster by whom such letter
or packet was so delivercd. or of the Postmaster-General, that the same
was not in fact Hable to postage. then the amount of such suveharge
shall be returned to the party who shall Lave paid the same; and pro-
vided, that if the person to whem the letter or packet is delivered
shall so require. the Postmaster by whom the same shall be so delivered
shall, at the time of such delivery thereof, examine not only the outside,
but the contents of the said letter or packet, in that person’s presence,
and thereupon demand and tuke only the postage Taw fuily due on every
such letter or packet, according to the provisions of this Act.

NIl Andd be it enacted, That if any person shall knowingly
send. or put, or canse tobe sent ov put, toor into, any Post Oflice, any
letter or packet purporting to come within any of the exemptions afore-
sald (or to belong) in respeet of its contents. to one of the classes in which
sich Tower rate of postage as aforesaid is chargeable, but which letter or
packet shadl (to the Tnewledge of such pason) not contain selely and ex-
clusively that which the same is by this Act authorised to contain, or shall

(to the knowledge of such person) contain or have written thereon or

Lotters ) nsted con-
tary (o this Netmay
b detadined,

Novfatter may be
vedurned tothe writin
or seneder theroaf
otherwise i s
berein mentioned.,

therein some letter, paper. note. communication, writing. or thing which
undder this Act would subject the same to postage, or to the higher rate
of postage, the person so ofiending shall forfeit aud pay a iine of not more
than twenty pounds.

NN And be it enacted, That it <hall be law{ud for the Post-
master-General to detain or cause to be detained. auy letters or packets,
which shall Le posted contrary to the veguiations of this Aet; and every
other Postmaster shall forward such irregadarty posted and all refused
letters o packets to the Gienera) Pesi Ofiice. at Sydiey; and all sueh
irveauboly posted and refised dei or packets shali be immediately
opened wt the said Genernl 1ot Citfee, al Syancs, i nanner heeinaiier

provided. for the purpose of i cetaining the wriier o scender thereof,
NONIVL And Le it cusered, That exoept in the cese of unelaimed,
refised. undelivered, andrregulily pested Tetterss o deiter or packet
whatever <hadl under any eivenmstimees. be returned 4o the writer or sender
thereof,
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thereof, without the express consent of the person to whom the same is
divected ; nor, wiless by virtue of an express warrant in writing, under
the hand of the Governor. shall any letger or packet be sent or delivered
to any other than the person to whiam it i addreseerd, or his agent; or,

in case of such person’s death or absence, to his personal or other lawful

representative or assignee, ‘

NAV. And be it enneted, That all unclaimed, and  un- Undaimed and un-
delivered  letters and  packets, which shall have been received at ‘\l‘(l“f(',‘f,}Il‘ftlf{';,r
any Post Office, shall be kept thereat, for a period of Thirty Days, during thivy days, during
whieh a List thereof shall e exnosed in o conspicuowrs place insneh Post t\f,l"f,'}fLk']'\,},s‘tl.l(lf':'::':,m
Office, and at the expiration of such period of Thirty Days the e shall he Post Otlice. .
forwarded to the General Post Oilice at Syduey; and the PPostinastor-

General shall, forthwith, case  the atdresses of all sueh toettors and
packets, so forwarded to him, to be inserted in a List, to be openly
exposed in the Post Office, at Sydney.

XXVL And Le it enacted, That the Postmaster-General shall, Postmaster-General
once in every Mouth, or oftencer, it he shall think fit, cause a List to be topublish in the
published, in the New South Wales Goverinent Gazette, of all detained, a List of unelaimed
unclaimed and undelivered letters and packets (Newspapers excepted, ) huttors, e
“which shall Tiave been received at the General Post Office, at Sydney,
sinee the last preceding publication of the like kind ; and after a period
of One Month from the date of snch publication, such of the letters and
packets meationed therein, as shall not, in the meantime, have been
claimed and delivered, may be opened, i manner hereinafter mentioned.

NNVIL And De it enweted, That all letters and packets, frow, and by-schom
whieh shall under the provisions of this Act be required to be opened, lél}f‘lélh}lf*(})}:(*ttcﬁ.l
shall be opened by an Oflicer of the Post Office, at Sydney, to be specially — ™Y openec
“nominated for that purpose by the Postmaster General ; and that swch
Officer shall, before he shall ‘enter upon his duties in this respeet, make
onth before the PostmasterGeneral (who ishereby authorised to administer
such oath) that he will not intentionally read the coutents, or any part of
the contents of any letter or packet which he shall open, except so far as
it may be necessary #o to do for the purpose of ascertaining the name and
addross of the writer, and that he will not divulge to any person whatsoever
excopt to the Postmaster General upon demand by him, any of the con-
tents of any such letter or packet which may have come to his kuowledge
in thecourse of opeiing and eximining the same for the purpose aforesaid;
and if any such Oficer shall act in contravention of this cuactment, or of -
the promise contained in his onth, he shall for every such offence forfeit
and pay to Tler Majesty, for the public uses of the Colony, a penalty of penay,
not less than five pounds, and not exceeding one hundred pounds, to be
vocovered in asummary way, before any two Justices of the Peace, upon the
complaint of the Postmaster General, or by information of debt in the
Supreme Cowrt by Her Maiestys Attorney General,

NAVLL And be it cnaeted. That the Fostinaster-General shall Detained or -

cause all detnined, unelabaed, md wndetivered Tetters aed packets what- tﬁ‘lf}‘i“‘i‘i 1“‘%"]‘:] pare
soever, whivh hadl iave Teen =0 opened

s aforosaidy to be vetoned to tened to writers ox
the writers or sonders thereof, i€ the name and address of the writer or I\,‘]‘:‘},‘\:”f]i‘,,“l:f:t"l;’p
sonder ean be ascertained by examination of such letters or packets, and thereof.
anch writers or senders shall thereupon-be liable to pay the original pos-
tage payable theveon, if not pre-paid; and i aay sucho writer o sender
shall vefuse to reecive any such letter or packet, the same may he forth-
with destrozel but he shall nevertheless be Hable to pay such postage as
atoresit thereon,

T And be it enacted, That i shal’ e Tawful fer he Post- Postmaster-General
pastor Genert to ese to be destroyed or sold all Pamphlets, Magazines, ;:l‘x‘nflﬁfl’“‘:‘lm\l}m“

Reviews, and peviodieal publicntions, wnd atll printed Votes and  Pro- pattems, &e. vremaine
’ : ) 1 unelaimed tor

coedings of Partiament wnd of Colouia iw;_:i.~:lulill'v>", and all i_iriuu:a 1L‘ur'1'(tnt. fhree months or up-
and Patterns and Samples of merchandise, wards:

Catalogues of weretandise,

which shadl condinie to be wnelaimed or undelivered after the lapse of three
nmonths

54'
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have been advertised ; and it shall be lawful for the said Postmaster
General to canse to be destroyed all Newspapers which shall have remained
unclaimed for the period of three months ; and also all unclaimed, refused,
undclivered, and irregularly postedlettersand packets,of which heshall have
been unable to ascertain the senders so as to return them, and which shall
have continued to be so unclaimed and wndelivered for the period of one year
after the advertiseent thercof as aforesaid: Provided that in such last men-
tioned case, alist shall be preserved shewing the date of cvery such letier
or packet, the address thereof, and the name of the writer and of the place
at which the same purports to have been written.

NXX. And beit enacted, That it shall be Lowful for the Post-
master General for the time-being, under such instruetions as shall be
from time to time in that behall given to him by the Governor, to enter
into any contract or contracts, in writing, from time to time, in his own
name, on behalfof Her Majesty, for or in respect of the carvinge or
conveyance of the several Mails throughout this Colony, or any or cither
of them, and to suc and be sued upon such contracts accordingly ; and
if any person having cutered into any such contract shall, duwring the
continuance thereof, unlawfully refuse or neglect to perform the same,
or shall in any manner omit to comply with any stipulation or provision
therein, he or she, shall forfeit and pay a penalty or sum of not less than
five pounds, nor more than fifty pounds, over and above the penalty
recoverable upon such default, by virtue of any bond into which such
person, or his or her surety or surctics, may have entered for the duce
performance of the contract.

XXXI. And beitenacted and declared, Thatin any suit or other
proceeding for the recovery of any Postage, payable under or by virtue of
this Act, the person from whom any letter or packet, in respect of which
any Postage shall be sought to Le recovered, shall purport to have come,
shall be deemed the sender thereof, and the onus shall lic upon the
party proceeded against, to prove that such letter or packet did not come
from, and was not sent by him.

XXXI1I. Aud be it enacted, That in all proccedings whatsoever for
the recovery of any Postage, the Post Office Tax upon any letter or
packet shall, in all cases, bie evidence of the liability of such letter or
packet to be so taxed, and that the sum so taxed thereupon is payable,
as and for the Postage thereof. .

XXXIIL And be it enacted, That all mails, bags, boxces, or packets
of letters, or newspapers, and also all loose letters and newspapers which,
at the time of the arrival of any ship or vessel within the limits of any
port or harbourin the said Coleny shall be on board of such ship or vessel,
directed to _any person or persons within this Colony or its Dependencies,
shall be delivered immediately on demand to the Postmaster General or any
Postmaster or Port Officer of such port or harbour, or to auy person duly
acting tor such Postmaster General, Postmaster, or Port Oflicor ; excepting
always letters concerning goods on board such ship or vessel, ind to- be
delivered with such goods, and letters containing any conveyance or other
deed, commission, writ, or affidavit, and letters sent by way of introduction
only, or concerning the bearer’s private affaivs ; and any master, passenger,
or other person on board of such ship or vessel, who shall delay the
delivery of or shall knowingly or negligently detain on board of such ship
or vessel, or keep in his or her possession, any mail bag, mail box, packet
of letters, letter, or newspaper. (except as aforesaid,) after such demand
made as aforesaid, shall forfeit and pay {or every letter or newspaper so
delayed, detained, or kept, o penalty or sum not exceeding five pounds.

XXXIV. And beit enacted, That the master or commander of
any ship or vesselarriving at any port or harbour in the said Colony,
shall vepair to the Post Office as soon after his arrival as shall be prac-

ticable,

]
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ticable, and shall then subseribe a declaration in the presence of the Post-
master-General, or of some person authorised by the Postmaster-General
to take such declaration ; which declaration shall be in the form or to
the effect following: that is to say,— 1, A. B., commander of the Form of Declaration,
“ (state the name of the ship or vessel) arvived from (state the pluce), do '
“as required by law, solemnly declare, that I have to the best of my
“ knowledge and belicf, delivered, or caused to be delivered, to the person
“duly aunthorised to receive delivery thereof, every letter, bag, package,
“or parcel of letters, or packets that were on board the (state the name of
“the ship or vessel), except such letters as are exempted by law from p oo 1 if no decla-
“ postage ;™ and that until such declaration shall liave been made, and ration made, or if
a certificate of the making thereof, under the hand of the officer taking fbe
the same, shall have been produced to the Collector, Comptroller, or
Principal Oflicer of Customs, he shall not permit such ship or vessel to
report, and any master or Commander failing or neglecting to make such
declaration, or making a false declaration, shall forfeit and pay a penalty
or sum not exceeding fifty pounds.

XXXV, And be it enacted, That all mails, bags, boxes, or paclcets Mails conveyed
or letters, or newspapers, whicliare conveyed, or required by law to be coastwise by steam.
conveyed by post, from one part of the Colony to the other, and which at to be delivered on
the tine of the arrival of any steam boat or other vessel within the limits @ wd demand ;
of any such port, post town, or other place situated as aforesaid, shall be
on board such steam boat or other vessel, shall be dclivered, on demand,
to any Port Officer or Postmaster of such port, post town, or other place
situated as aforesaid, or to any person duly authorised to act for them or
either of them; and any master, commander, or other person belonging
to any such steam boat or other vessel, having charge of such mails, who ypger ai»enalty.
shall refuse or neglect to deliver the same on dentand as aforesaid, or :
shall detain or permit the detention of the same on board such steam
boat or other vessel, or shall not use due diligence in the delivery thereof,
as well as for the sccure and dry custody of the same while they shall be
in his charge, shall forfeit and pay for every such offence, a penalty or
sum not exceeding fifty pounds. _

XXXVIL And be it enacted, That every master or other Person Remuneration to

in charge of any such ship or vessel arriving from parts beyond the said esters of ships, &
Colony, shall be entitled at any time after the expiration of twenty-four
hours next after the arrival of such ship or vessel, to reccive from the
nearest Postmaster (who is hereby required to pay such master ox person)
the sum of one penny for every letter or packet, newspapers excepted,
50 delivered on demand as aforesaid, or delivered voluntarily to any Post.
master, or Port Officer, or at any Post Oflice, exeepting only mail bags
and packages received according to law from the General Post Office in
Fugland ; and every such master or person shall give a receipt for the
money so received, which receipt shall be to the Postmaster obtaining
such letters or packets a snflicient voucher, and the sanie shall be allowed
him in his account accordingly.

XXXVIL And be it enacted, That if any master or person 11aving Masters of vessels
the command of any ship or vessel about to depart from this Colony shall ‘gl‘(};(:;l‘yl’lcilfl‘l‘)’;"n;;“io
(after being thereto required by the Postmaster-General or by any such take mails, under a
Postmaster or Port Officer, or by any person doly authorised to act for penalty.
them, or cither of them), refuse or wilfully nezlect to receive on hoard such
ship or vessel, any mail, or bag, or box of letters, or to give a receipt for
the same, or shall refuse or neglect carcfully to deposit such mail, or bag,
or box, in some secure and dry place on board of such ship or vessel, or
to convey the same upon her then intended voyage, such master
or person shall, for every such offence, forfeit and pay a penalty
or sum not cxceeding one hundred pounds :  Provided always, Allowances to mas-
that every such master or person in command, who shall receive on :;:;)‘fft‘t’fffilztﬁ’;ds
board any such mail, or bag, or box, (for the purpose of conveying the

2H C same,
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same, according to the direction thercof,) shall be entitled immediately
to demand and receive from such Postmaster or Port Officer, for the
carriage thereof, one penny for every letter or packet contained therein,
newspapers excepted, such master or person giving a receipt for the
amount so reccived by him, which receipt shall be a sufficient voucher for
such payment, and the same shall e allowed such Postmaster or Port
Officer in his account accordingly.

XXXVHL And be it enacted, That if any master, commander, or
other person having the charge of any steam boat or other vessel pro-
ceeding or about to proceed from any port or place within the Colony,
to some other port or place within the same, shall refuse or uegleet to
receive any such Post Otlice mail on Loard such steam boat or other
vessel, or to give a reeeipt for the same, being thereto required, he
shall forfeit and pay a penalty or st not exceeding fifty pounds.

NXXIX. Aud be it enacted, That the master, commander, or
other person having the charge of any such steam boat, or other vessel,
shall give timely otice of the near approach thercof to any such port,
post town, or other place situated as atoresaid, cither by the vinging of
a bell or by such other concerted signal as may reasonably be expected
to e distinctly heard or seen by such Postmaster, or other person, a suf-
ficient time before the actual arrival of such steam boat or other vessel,
to enable him to be prepared to receive or dispatch any mail on board
such steam boat or other vessel; and if any such master, commander, or -
other person as aforesaid, shall refuse, fail, or negleet to give such notice,
he shall, for every such offence, forfeit and pay a penalty or sum not ex-
ceeding fifty pounds. :

XL. And be it enacted, That for the conveyance of any
mails fiom one port, post town, or other place, to any other such port,
post town, or other place, within the said Colony, the master, or com-
mander, or any other person having the charge of any such steam boat
or other vessel, shall be entitled to demand and reccive at the rate of
one halfpenny for every letter or packet chargeable with postage contained
in such mail; and such payments shall be made at such place and time,
and under such regulations, as the Postmaster-General shall appoint ; and

‘every such master, commander, or other person as aforesaid, shall give a
3 ) I te]

receipt for the amount so received by him, which receipt shall be to the
Postmaster-General, or to any Postmaster or other person as aforesaid,
making such payment, a full and valid discharge for the same; and the
said Postmaster-Gieneral, and every such Postmaster and other person, in
passing his accounts, shall receive credit for every such sum or sums
which shall be therein mentioned accordingly: Provided that such master
or other person having the charge of any such steam boat ov other vessel |
shall not be entitled to demand or receive any such payment m respect
of any newspaper or newspapers placed on board sueh vessel by the Post-
master-General, or other person duly authorised in that behalf,

XLL And be it enacted, That if any Port Officer, Postmaster, or
othcr person duly anthorised to reeeive or dispateh any such mails as
aforesaid, shall neglect or fail to deliver, or shall retwd the delivery of,
any bag, box, mail, letter, packet. or newspaper, he shall, for every
such offence, forfeit and pay a penalty or sum not exceeding fifty pounds.

XLI. And be it enacted, That after the commencement of this.
Act, no letter or packet chargeable with postage, (except newspapers
as aforesaid,) shall be carried for hire or reward otherwise than by post;
and if any such letter or packet shall be so carried or conveyed, or be
sent or taken charge of for the purpose of being so carried or conveyed,
by any person (not being a person employed in the Post Office, or in the
conveyance of post letters), the person so sending or conveying such lotter
or packet, or taking charge of the same for such carriage or conveyance,
shall, for every such letter or packet, forfeit and pay a penalty or sum

not
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not exceeding twenty pounds; and every such letter and packet sent or
carried, or taken charge of to be carried, otherwise than by post, shall be
deemed, in any prosceution for this offenee, to have been for hire or reward,
unless the contrary shall be shewn by the defendant.

XLITL Provided always, and be it enacted, That nothing in the Proviso as to Letters
last preceding clause contained shall extend to any letter or packet ex- gl‘lg‘ci‘:‘:;f"i’c’itg‘;ft“
ceeding sixteen ounces in weight, nor to any letter or packet concerning or sent with goods,
goods, sent with such goods, and to be delivered therewith, or containing ° Wits: &e.
any writ or proceeding out of any Court of Justice, or deed, conveyance,
affidavit, or letter of attorney, nor to any letter or packet sent by any
person concerning his or her private affaivs by any special messenger, nor
to any letter or packet bond fule sent or carvied to or from the nearest
Post Office.

XLIV. And be it enacted, That any Postmaster, or other officer Penalty on
belonging to the Post Office, or any person employed by or under a Postmaster, &e.,
Postmaster, ov in the veeciving, sorting, carrying, conveying, or delivering offending against

o3 5 R 5 provisions of this
of post letters, or otherwise in the business of the Post Office, who shall Act.
offend against. or wilfully neglect, or omit to comply with, any of the rules
and regulations so from time to time to be made as aforesaid, or any of
the provisions of this Act, shall for every such offence, neglect, or omission,
forfeit and pay a penalty or sum not exceeding fifty pounds.

XLV. And be it enacted, That if the driver of any mail coach or Penalties on
other carriage used for the conveyance of the mail, or the guard, or any Mail-coach drivers,
person in charge of a mail, whether conveyed by any such carriage, or on~
horseback, or toot, shall loiter on the road, or wilfully mis-spend or lose
time so as to vetard the arrival of the mail at its proper destination, or
shall not. in all possible cases, convey such mail at the speed of such a
number of miles an hour as are fixed by the Postmaster General for the
conveyance thereof, unless the circumstances of the weather, or the bad-
ness of the roads, or the occurrence of any accident, shall prevent the
same, then and in every such case the driver or guard, or person in
charge, (as the case may be) so offending, and being convicted thereof, by
liis own confession, on view of a Justice, or the oath or oaths of one or.
more credible witness or witnesses, shall forfeit and pay a sum not
excecding five pounds, for every such offence.

XLVL And whereas post letters arc sometimes by mistake, de- Penalties on persons

. ] o i | fraudulently
livered to the wrong person, and post letters, and post letter bags are lost retaining or secreting
in the cowrse of conveyance or delivery thereof, and are detained by the Letters.
finders in expectation of gain or reward: Be it therefore enacted, That

every person who shall frandulently vetain, or shall wilfully seercte, or

keep, or detain, or being required to deliver up by an officer of the Tost

Oftice, shall neglect or refuse to deliver up @ post letter which onght to

have been delivered to any other person, or a post letter bag or post letter

which shall have bLeen sent, whether the saie shall have been found by

the person secreting, keeping, or detaining. or neglecting, or refusing to

deliver up the same, or by any other persou. shall be guilty of a misde-

meanor, and being convicted thereof, <shall e liable to he punished by

fine and imprisonment.

XLVIL And to prevent obstructions opposite the General Post Preventionof
Office: Be it enncted. That no hackucy carriage shall stand or ply jtpictions [ppostte
for hire opposite the General Post Office, and that every driver or Ofiice,
person having the management of any hackney carviage, who shall per-
mit the same to stand or ply for hire opposite the said Post Office, shall
forfeit for cvery such offence o siwon not exceeding five pounds s and
every hawker, newsvender, or idle or disorderly  person, who shall stop
or loiter on the flagway or pavement opposite the General Post Office,
shall forfeit for every such offence a s not exceeding two pounds,

XLVIIT And be it enacted, That if any person, whether employed penatgios on
in the Post Office, or otherwise, shall fraudulently take from the possession Postmasters, &e.,

J stealing or secreting
of Letters, &ec.

Penalty .,

st =
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of any Postmaster, or person employed to convey post letters, or from out
of any Post Office or place appointed for the receipt or delivery of post
letters, or shall steal, or shall for any purpose embezzle, take, scerete, or
destroy any letter or packet, or mail of letters, or newspaper, or other printed
paper, or any matter or thing enclosed i any such letter, packet, or mail,
(sent or to be sent by such post,) every such per, SO 50 offending shall be
deemed guilty of felony, and on convietion thereof, shall be liable to be
nnpusonul with or without hard labor, for any term nul exceeding three
years, or, if @ male to be worked on the vouds ov other public works of
the Colony for such term, not exceeding seven years, as the Court shall
award.

XTLIX. And for the more cffectual prosceution of offences com-
mitted-against the Post Office: Be it enacted, That in any indictment or
information for any m’ﬂ*n('( ('mnnn'tml upon or in respect of any pmpm'ty
which m:ly be laid in, or stated to belong to, the Postmaster General, i
shall be sutlicient to shm any sue Iy property {o belong to, and to lay it in
the Postmaster General of (e said € ‘olony, and it shall ot be neeessary
to specify the name or addition of any such Postmaster General; and
that whenever in any indictment or information forany offence committed
against this or any other Act relating to the Post Office, it shall ke neces-
sary to mention for any purpose whatever the said Postmaster General,
it shall be sufficient to describe such Postmaster General as the Post-
master General of the said Colony, without any further or other name,
addition, or description whatsoever.

I. And De it enacted, That all offences against this Act, or
against any rule or 1eguht10n made under this Act as aforcsaid,
in respect of which said offences any pecuniary fine or pcnalty
is by this Act imposed, (where no other provision for the recovery
thereof is in that behalf made,) shall be heard and determined, and
such fines and penalties be awarded and imposed in a summary way,
by and before any two Justices of the Peace, upon complaint in that
behalf made, and all fines and penalties so awarded and imposed, shall
go and be distributed, and all persons aggrieved by any summary convic-
tion under this Act shall be entitled to appeal therefrom, in the manner
provided respectively by the Act of the said Governor and Council,
passed in the fifth year of the reign of IHis late Majesty King William
the Fourth, intituled, ©“ An Act t0 regulate summary ]nowcdmge before
« Justices ()/ the Pcare : Provided however, that no formal information
shall be necessary, but that on due service of a summons, all subsequent
proceedings shall be, and be held to be as valid and cffectunl as if a
formal information were filed : Provided further, that in every such sum-
mons the general nature of the complaint shall be succinetly stated, and
that all such proccedings shall be taken in the name of Her Majesty's
Attorney General, or of the Postmaster General, or of some other oflicer
employed in the Post Office Department of the said Colony.

Li. And be it enacted, That if any action or suit shall be com-
menced against any person or persons, for anything done in pursuance
of this A( t, the same shall be commenced within twohc months after
the fact committed, and not afterwards ; and the defendant or defendants
in such action shall and may plead the general issue, and give
the special matter in evidence, under such plea, and if it shall appear
that the act was done under this Act, or that the Action was commenced
after the time before limited forbringing the same,the jury shallfind for the
defendant or defendants; and upon a vmdut for the defendant, or if the
plaintiff or plaintiffs shall be nonsuited, or discontinue his, her, or their ac-
tion or suit after the defendant or defendants shall have appear ed or if upon
demurrer judgment shall be given against the plaintiff or pl'untlﬂ's the
defendant or defendants shall and m'zy recover double costs, and have the
like remedy for the same as any defendant or defendants hath or have by
law in any other cases. TIL
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LIL. And be it enacted, That the moneys to arise by and from the Appropriation of
several rates and dutics as aforesaid, and also all sums of money imposed X{’tﬁi%i“ues’ pet-
and levied by way of penalty under the provisions of this Act, (except
such part thereof as may be payable to the party suing or informing in -
respect thereof) shall respectively be paid to Her Majesty, Her Heirs and
Successors, for the public uses of the said Colony, and in support of the
Government thereof ; and shall be applied thereto in such manner as
shall be directed by any Act to be passed by the Governor and Legis-
lative Council of the said Colony.

CHARLES NICHOLSON,

day of December, one thousand cight hun-
SPEAKER.

dred and fifty-one.
Wu. MACPHERSON,

CLERK oF THE COUNCIL.

Passed the Legislative Councel, this lwcnticlh}

In the name and on the behalf of Her Majesty, I assent to this Act.
CH* A. FITZ ROY,
GOVERNOR-GGENERAL,
Govt. House, Sydney, 22nd December, 1851, -
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