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Chief Secretary’s Office,
Melbourne, 13th November, 1856.

I_]’ IS Excellency the Officer administering the Government, deeply impressed with the

- duty of invoking the blessing of Almighty God upon the deliberations of the
Houses of Legislature about to assemble under the New Constitution, and desirous that
the ministers and people of all Denominations should receive every facility for simul-
tancously meeting with this intent, in their respective places of worship, has been pleased
to direct, that all public offices be closed on THURSDAY next, the 20th instant, and hereby
invites the Chief Magistrates, and others having authority in cities, towns, and incor-
porated districts, to call upon persons carrying on business therein, to close their houses
of business on that day.

By His Excellency’s Command,
WILLIAM C. HAINES.
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