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No. 64.] ' TUESDAS"Z, JUNE 29. [1880.

DISCHARGING MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE CCUNCIL FROM ATTENDANCE AND
DISSOLVING THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

PROCLAMATION

By His Excellency the Most Honorable GEORGE AuGUSTUS CoNsTANTINE, Marquis of Normanby, Ear] of
Mulgrave, Viscount Normanby, and Baron Mulgrave of Mulgrave, all in the County of York, in the
Peerage of the United Kingdom ; and Baron Mulgrave of New Ross, in the County of Wexford, in the
Pecrage of Ireland ; & Member of Her Majesty’s Most Honorable Privy Council ; Knight Grand Cross of
the Most Distinguished Order of St. Michael and St. George, Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and
over the Colonj of Victoria, and its Dependencies, &e., &c., &c.

HEREAS by The Constitution Act it was amongst other things enacted that it should be lawful for

the Governor to fix such places within Victoria and, subject to the limitation therein contained, such

times for holding the first and every other Session of the Council and Asscmbly, and to vary and alter tho
same respectively in such manner as he might think fit ; and also from time to time to prorogue the said Council
and Assembly, and to dissolve the said Assembly, by Proclamation or otherwise, whenever he should deem
it expedient: And whereas the said Council and Assembly, called “The Parliament of Victoria,” stand
prorogued until Saturday the third day of July next : And whereas it is expedient to dissolve the Legislative
Assembly : Now thercfore I, the Governor of Victoria, in exercisc of the power in me vested in this behalf,
do by this my Proclamation discharge the Honorable the Members of the Legislative Council from their
meeting and attendance on Saturday the third day of July next; and I do dissolve the Legislative Assembly,
which is hereby dissolved accordingly. And I do hercby declare that I have this day given Order that
Writs be issued in duc form, and according to law, for the clection of Members to be duly returned to serve

in the Legislative Assembly.

Given under my Hand and the Seal of the Colony, at Meibourne, this twenty-ninth day of
June, in the year of our Lord One thousand cight hundred and eighty, and in the forty-
fourth ycar of Her Majesty’s reign.

(Ls.) L NORMANBY.
By. His Excellency’s Command,
JAMES SERVICE.
GoOD SAVE THE QUEEN!
No. 64.—Juxe 29, 1880.—1.
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GENERAL ELECTION,

OTICE is hereby given that His Excellency the Governor will 4ssue Writs for a General Election
of Members to serve in the Legislative Assembly of Victoria ‘on the day first hereinafter

mentioned, viz.:— Y
Date of issue of Writs ... Friday, 2nd July.
Day of Nomination (before which nominations are to be made)... Wednesday, 7th July.
Day of Polling e Wednesday, 14th July.
Return of Writs o Tuesday, 20th July.
By Command, . .

- FREDK. LE PATOUREL,
" Private Secretary.
Private Secrctary’s Office,
Melbourne, 29th June 1880.

DISSOLUTION OF PARLIAMENT,
THE Governor dircets the subjoined Memorauda to be published for general information.

. ’ JAMES SERVICE.
Treasury,

Melbourne, 28th June 1880.

MEMORANDUM FOR HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR.

Mr, Service deems it his duty to invite Iis Jxcelleney’s attention to the division that took place
last night on the proposals of the Government for the Reform of the Counstitution.

This question of Reform of the Constitution has been a prominent one from the earliest period of
the existence of the Constitution Act, and fundamental changes were made in that Act during the first
Session of the first Parliament.

. From that time to the year 1878 differences between the two branches of the Legislature nrose, with |
the effect of greatly inereasing public interest in the question, and various measures of Reform have, from
time to time, been proposed to Parliament, without procuring any satisfactory result.

In the year 1878, in consequence of a serions conflict which had recently occurred between the
Legislative' Assembly and the Legislative Council, this question assumed such great prominence in the
public mind that a settlement of it beeame indispensably necessary. Accordingly Mr. Berry, who was P
then Premier, submitted with that object to the Legislative Assembly a measure which passed through
its several stages by large majorities, aud which was received but not proceeded with by the Legislative
Council.

Thercupon Mr. Berry, authorized by a majority in the Legislative Assembly, went to England with
a view to obtain from the Imperial Parliament what was termed an “ Enabling Act.” TFailing to procure
such an Act, Mr. Berry returned from England and introduced in the Legislative Assembly another
Reform Bill differing in its provisions from his previous Bill, bus this, upon its third reading, failed to pass
in the Legislative Assembly. His Excellency was therenpon pleased to grant a dissolution of Parliament
for the purpose of cnabling Mr. Berry to submit that specific Bill to the country, and thé result of that
appeal was such that Mr. Berry felt compelled to resign without meeting Parliament.

Prior to the dissolution referred to, Mr. Service, as leader of the Opposition, submitted to the
Legislative Assembly certain propositions for the Reform of the Constitution, and these propositions assumed
very considerable prominence during the progress of the election which followed. .

Mr. Service having accepted the office of Premier, upon the retirement of Mr, Berry, cmbodied these
propositions in a Bill, which he submitted to the Legislative Assembly, and notwithstanding that that House
had been elected under the auspices of Mr. Berry, be succeeded, on the second reading of the measure, in
obtaining in its favor forty-one votes as against forty-three.

On the introduction of this Bill, its provisions were fully explained, and by means of the public 3
press and claborate discussions in Parliament, the whole of the country has been made well acquainted with
them, and forty-one journals have declared in their favor, whilst seventeen only have opposed them.

Numerot- public mectings, of a very influential character, have been held throughout the colony,
and have affirmed the desirability of passing the Bill into law, and have expressed the opinion that, if it
should be rejected by Parliament, a dissolution ought to be accorded to Mr. Service, in order that the .
country might have an opportunity to give effect to its views upon the subject. Morcover, a large number
of influential petitions from all portions of the country have been presented to the Legislative Assembly
expressing unqualified approval of the Bill, and praying that it might pass.

Mr. Service is of opinion that his proposals are regarded by a very large majority of the people of
this colony as o moderate and satisfactory settlement of this long-vexed question ; and he believes that, if
bis Bill is now submitted to the country, a new Assembly would be returned in which a good working
majority would be found in favor of the provisions of that Bill.
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Tn addition to these considerations, it is evident that no other proposal for reform of the Constitntion
is likely to command so0 large a measure of support in fhe Legislative Assembly as now constituted as the
Bill which was last night rejected. .

1t is conceded by all parties that the question of Reform should be settled as early as possible, and
this view was shared in by the late Secretary of State for the Colonies.

So much ‘sacrifice has been made, and so much interest has been taken, by the publie throughout the
country, to ensure an early settlement of this disturbing but important question, that it would be little short
of a national calamity if any opportunity were now lost to promote that desirable end.

The speediest and most effcctual way to attain this object would therefore appear to be to dissolve
Parliament, and to submit to the country the proposals contained in the Bill so submitted to the Assembly

by Mr. Service, and rejected by it.

n conclusion, Mr. Service desires to state that in view of the recent general election he would not
fcel warranted in advising His Excellency to dissolve Parlinment were it not that he feels assured that
that course is the only means of securing the satisfactory settlement of the question of Reform.

Mr. Service therefore advises His Excellency to dissolve Parliament with & reluctance which is
overcome ouly by the full belief that it is the most prudent course available in the intercst of the country.
JAMES SERVICE,.

Premier.
25th June 1880,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE HONORABLE THE PREMIER.

"The Governor has carefully considered the important Memorandum handed to him by Mr. Service
yesterday, in which the Government advise an immediato dissolution, and while he feels fully all the
objections that may be urged, and the inconvenience that must necessarily be caused by the dissolution of
a Parlizment which has been so recently elected, it appears to him at the same time that it is absolutely
necessary for the well-being of the colony that sowe solution of the question of Constitutional Reform
should be arrived at with as little delay as possible. -

With this view he did not hesitate on the advice of his latc Government to grant a dissolution, in
order that the Bill introduced by Mr. Berry might be submitted to the deeision of the country, and it s
evident that the answer to that appeal must have been quite conclusive, at any rate to the minds of the
late Grovernment, or they would not have tendered their resignation as soon a8 the returns were known,
without even waiting for the mecting of Parliament.

The main features of the Reform Bill introduced by the present Government which has just been
defeated were, at the time of the late Qissolution, distinetly placed beforo the constitnencies as the platform
upon which the supporfers of Mr. Service claimed their support, and it would therefore lead to the belief
that the principles of the Bill are such as reccive the approval of the country, nor have subsequent events
tended in any way to shake that belief. =~ - )

The Governor frecly admits that if the same spirit of mutual moderation and forbearance, the same
mutual respect and consideration, which uniformly actuates the relations between the Houses of Lords and
Commons in England had been always evinced in the relations between the Council and the Assembly it is
not probable that any Reform would have been required, or, at any rate, the Bill having been defeated, the
question might have been delayed till some more convenient time.

"This, however, has not been the case; dead-locks bave on several occasions taken place, strong
feelings have been excited, and for the last three years Constitutional Reform has been the onc question
whick has agitated the country to the exclusion of many measures which demand the attention of Parlia-
ment. Under these circumstances the Governor considers that it would be impossible fo leave this question
in its present state.

Did he sce any prospect in tho present Parlinment of forming another Government which would be
capable of dealing with this subject without a dissolution, he might hesitate to accept the advice tendered ;
but as the division itsclf appears to him to show that such an attempt would be hopeless, he feels Lound to
accept the advice tendered by Ministers.

If an appeal to the country is to be made upon the Reform Bill, it is evidently desirable that it
should be made immediately, in order that the new Parliament may meet again in time to vote Supplies
necessary for carrying on the service of the country, and also to devote their attention to the question of
Reform, and other important matters, with as little delay as possible.

NORMANBY.
Government House, .
Melbourne, 26th June 1880.

By Anthority: JORN ¥ XRRES, $ Printer, Mell




T g

-,

)

{

U

4

.

,..\... e Ny

PRpeTy

e e~ a2




