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SUPPLEMENT

TO THE

NEW SOUTH WALES

GOVERNMENT GAZETTE,

OF TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 1848.
Published by Authority.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 1848.

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Sydney, 15th November, 1848.

REFERRING to the Supplementary Govern-

ment Gazette of the 24th December last,
His Excellency the Governor directs the publication,
for general information, of the following additional
Despatch from the Right Honorable the Secretary
of State, dated 31st July, 1848, respecting the
erection of the Port Phillip District into a separate
Colony, and certain contemplated changes in the
Constitution of New South Wales, and of the other
Australian Colonies.

By His Excellency’s Command,
E. DEAS THOMSON.

(No. 133.) ‘
Downing-sireet,
31st July, 1848.

SIR,

1. T have to acknowledge your Despatel,
No. 3, of the 6th of January last, in which you
report tho steps which you had takon to colleet
the opinions of the community over which you
presido, in relation to tho moasures proposed by
me in my Despatch of 31st July, 1847, and also
No. 31, of tho 2nd February last, onclosing a
Petition from 2 largo number of the Ilouscholders
and Inhabitants of Syduey and its vicinity, dopre-
cating any chango in tho Constitution of the
Colony which shall not have received the provions
sanction of the Colonists at large.

2. T can only ropeat my expressions of sorrow
for tho calamitous cvents which rendercd you
unable to give that porsonal attention, which you
would otherwise have becn anxious to devote, to
the consideration of these important subjects, and,

at the same time, agsure you, that I feel every
reason to be satisfied with the proceedings which
you found it in your power to adopt.

3. Ihave given my best consideration to the
representations thus addressed to me, and have
delayed answering you for some time in conse-
quence of the expectation held out in your
Despatches of further Petitions on the same sub-
ject, which have not yet arrived. My anxiety not
to act without being fully in possession of the
views of tho Inhabitants of New South Wales on
the question of their future Government, has thus
causod a dolay which, at the now advanced period
of the Session, renders it impossible that any
measuro can bo introduced into Parliament witha
prospeet of being carried through. It becomes,
therofore, unavoidable to postpono Legislation on
this subject until noxt Sossion, when Ier Majosty’s
Governuent will bo prepared to undortake the
task in [ull possession of all the available materials.
Tuough, however, has transpired to givo me an
insight into the goneral state of opinion among
tho Colonists, and to cnable me, in consequonce,
to stato tho outline of tho measnres which I am
proparod to reconmend.

4. 1 colleet from tho Documents now bofore me,
that tho objections most strongly folt throughoust
tho Colony to tho views propounded in my Des-
pateh, relato to the projeet of making tho District
Councils sorvo as constituont bodies to the Logis-
lative, and, thougl in a less degree, to thoe division
of the Logislative into an Assembly anda Council,
aecording to tho ordinary pattern of tho Govern-
monts of thoso Colonies which doxive their free
Institutions from Great Britain,

5. With regard to the first of thoso suggostions,
I cortainly continue to beliove that in colonies
possessing an oxtonsive torritory it is highly
desirable that the puroly local affairs of different
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districts should be entrusted to the management
of somo local authority distinet from the gencral
Legislituro; and that the surest method of pre-
venting a conflict betwoen such authority and tho
Legishinreis to make the latter owmanate from
tho former. But [ can have no wish to impose
upon the Inhabitants of the Colony a form of
Governmont not in their judymont gnited to their
wants, annd to which they genorally object, and
shall, thereforo not think it nccessary to advise
the earrying oi this proposal into cxecution,

6. With recard to tho division of the Legisla-
ture inlo Agsembly and Council, your own opinion,
foundod, 2us you stato, onlong practical expericnee,
that it would bo a decided hmprovemont. upon the
present form of the Faogislauro in New South
Wales, is ono to which | have alroady  stated my
own adleronce.  1iad, thorefore, tho general foel-
ing of the Colony responded, in any degrao, Lo the
views expresssed by mysoll, 1 should have had no

liesitation in advising Her Majosty’s (Government
to lny boforo PParlizment the moeasures necessary
to accomnlish the chanve.  Bub it is not sueh a
roformas | considor it to bo at all incumbont on
tho LigzisTaturo at. homo to pross on an unwilling,
or evon an indillerent, people. Their intercsts
“will, Tthink, bo better served by leaving in their
own hands tho power of offecting it, whenever
thoy shall sco roason to do so. Noram I insen-
siblo to tho difliculty which might be found to
exist, if mot in the Northern Districts, at least
in Port Phillip, in finding at first a sufficiont num-
bor of persons, unconnocted with Government,
qualifiet and willing, to act as nominated Members
of a soparato Logislative Counil,

7. laving premised thus much in' answer to
tho observations econtained in your Despatch and
its onclosures, I will proceed to state the mncasuro
which ller Majosty’s Government have it in con-
tomplation to introduce into Parliament, in order
10 offect at onco tho soparation of Poxt Phillip

- from Now South Wales, and cortain ulierior ob-
jects which will bo explained in the courso of this
Despatch.

8. Mhe Bill for this purpose, will, in the first
place, effect no changes in the composition or
authority of the Legislative Council of New South
Wales, boyond such as are the nceessary conse-
(uoences of tho separation.

9, 1t will also establish in Port Phillip a Le-
gislature, similar in character to that which now
exists in Now Sonth Walos.

10. 1t “urilior appoars to moe advisable that the
same Bili shonld contain provisions for tho estab-
lishmen,  of Beprosetative Tnstitutions in the
Colonies of Vau Diemew’s Land and South Aus-
tralia. £ tho former the nunibors of the Conviet,
populatiozs, and the stici dieipline which 1t
was ]]U‘:‘\H.‘Hll'y il (7()]lf-(‘llll(‘yll1fl> to I!l]"llll,i\'lll
havo litlerlo beea resarded ag presenting ob-
stacles to tho adoption o any system ol solf o~
vernmont., hut i now appears Lo e (il such o
measure ¢ neht, no tonger on this aceount to he de-
laved. I Sonth Ausivalia uo such obstaeles have
over oxist od, ol tho vapid advaneo of'its pop-
ulation i wmshors and in wealth and infelligenco

appears to ndicate it the tine Fos fally avrived
when that Provines should ke i placo among
the sell roverning Colonivs of the british lm-
pire. Lproposso thezoloeo thad in both theso Co-
lonies, 1o principlo of popular vepresentation
shonld be ntroduced, and  that this =honld bo
effocted I~ adding into their existing Legislaiures
elootivo nzombers hearing tho same proportion Lo
thoso nonrimated by tho Crown, as in Now South
Wales, But as this form of Government,  while
upon the whole it may be the best adapted to

present circumstances, is one which may admit
of much modification and improvement under the
suggestions of oxperience, and as the Aus-
tralian Communities are, in my opinion, fully
compotent to originate, and to discuss for them-
selves any changes in this portion of their
Institutions, I have it further in contem-
plation to recommend that their respective Le-
vislativo Councils should have power to make
sueh alterations in theiv own Institutions as they
may think oxpedient ; subjeet however to the con-
dition that no Ordinance which any such Legis-
lative Council may pass for this purpose shall
come into force until it shall havo boen specially
confirmed by the Qicen in Couneil, after being.
laid for ono month beforo both 1onscs of Parlia-
wient. By this arrangoment, provision will I trust
Lo mado for accommodating the constitutions of
thoso thriving Colonies to the wants and the
wishes of their Inhabitants, whilo at tho same
(ime, tho necossary sceurity will bo taken against
tho introduetion of rash and ill-considered e¢hanges.

11. There is anothor subject to which in
making the proposed wrrangoment, it will be ne-
cessary to advert. The communication by land
between the Districts of Now South Wales and
Port Phillip is already completely established ;
that of tho latter with South Australia is becom-
ing not inconsiderable, and in the rapid progress
of events in those advancing communities, the
intereourse between them will yearly become more
and more intimate and frequent. . If therefore,
these three portions of the mainland of Australia
should be placed under distinct and altogether
independent Legislatures, each exerting absolute
authority as o the imposition of duties on goods
imported, the almost inevitable result will be, that
such differences will grow up between the Tariffs
of the soveral Colonies as will render it necessary
to establish lines of internal Custom Houses on
tho frontiers of each. 'The extreme inconvenience
and loss which each community would sustain from
such measures needs no explanation ; it will there-
fore be absolutcly nocessary to adopt some means .
of providing for that uniformity in their Com-~
mercial policy which is necessary, in order to
give freo scopo for the dovelopment of their
groat natural resources, and for the increase of
their trade. In what manner this may best be
accomplished, is a question of some difliculty,
which I must reserve for more maturo consider-
ation. ‘

12. 1 reoret tho delay which has oceurred
(althougl from eauses independent of lor Ma-
jesty’s Glovornment) in earrying into effect this
neeessary and urgently requirod measure. But
tho time lost will not e regretted, if the conse-
quence of that delay should be the framing of a
measure wovo completo in all ils parts, and moro
in accordanco with tho now aseertained viows of
the Aunstralian Community, than could have beon
the easo il Tegislation had beon attempted during
tho present Session of Parliamont, .

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obediont,
Humble Servant,

GRLY.
GiOVERNOR
S Cras. A. Frrz Roy,
&e., &e., &e.

Syongv i—Dnnfed by W, W, Davizs, at the Government
Printing Oflice, Bent-street, November 15, 1818,




